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Westport Finance Committee (Fincom)

Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting-Remote Participation

September 22, 2020
Present:
Karen Raus (KAR), Tracy Priestner (TP), Hugh Morton (HM), Cindy Brown (CB), Thomas Schmitt (TS), Gary Carreiro (GC), Kevin Rioux (KR), Bob McCarthy (BM)

Absent:
Charles “Buzzy” Baron (BB)

Also Present:
Terry Provencal (TA)

GC opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

GC read the following:
Under MGL Chapter 30A, section 20(f) – Meeting being recorded. Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Westport Finance Committee is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A reminder that persons who would like to listen to or view this meeting while in progress may do so by following the remote links: https:// meet.google.com/veq-qhvo-aqx or dial in to this number: +1 929-282-0931‬ PIN: 475 375 404#
Minutes:
None
Special Town Meeting:
TP began discussion by introducing Tom Aubin and Nancy Stanton-Cross.  Mr. Aubin started with the $505k is for staffing only due to remote learning requirements because of COVID.  GC asked why we don't have one IT department to oversee the school and town.  Mr. Aubin said this has been discussed and will come to light someday.  HM asked if any of this could be covered by COVID funds.  Ms. Cross said that at no time were any COVID expenses intermingled in the budget.  Much heated discussion ensued regarding the importance of the schools and the town departments.  TP motioned and BM seconded to recommend Article 2 as printed.  Roll call vote was unanimous in favor.  TA mentioned that in order to vote this, you would have to rescind the previous town meeting vote.  It would be easier if all of Article 2 was funded by taxation.  TS motioned and HM seconded to fund the $989,594 from taxation.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor.  Some discussion ensued regarding changing the votes taken last week on Articles 3, 4 and 5.  Since there was confusion regarding these three articles, it was decided to leave them as previously voted.    GC reminded everyone that the special town meeting is Saturday, October 3rd at 9:30 a.m.  It will be located behind the Jr/Sr High School, same as the annual town meeting in July.  
Other:

GC set the date for the next regular meeting of October 13th to discuss revenue, approve minutes, and set a preliminary calendar for budget meetings.
Adjournment and next meeting: There being no further business to come before this meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. was made by TP and seconded by KR and the roll call vote in favor was unanimous.  The next regular scheduled meeting will be on October 13th at 7:00 p.m. remotely due to the pandemic.  The Special Town Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 3rd at 9:30 a.m. behind the Westport Jr/Sr High School.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole J Pearsall, Recording Clerk

REFERNCE DOCUMENTS:
Special Town Meeting Warrant

